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Cultural and historical roots of systematic anthropological psychology 
  
The cultural-historical theory of L.S. Vygotsky can be viewed through the  
prism of tendencies influencing psychological development.  They are  
revealed by the trans-spective analysis; understood as a tool of cognition, of  
regularities, of emergence, and of open self-developing systems to which  
science can be attributed.  It is argued that cultural-historical psychology can 
be placed among the theories of post non-classical level.  Therefore, having 
declared itself at the age of emergence for non-classical psychology, the 
theory left its time behind.  This fact significantly hinders comprehension of 
the multidimensional logic applied by L.S. Vygotsky.  It is shown that today 
this logic is becoming much more accessible for comprehension, as science 
has started to embrace the ideals of post non-classical rationality.  System 
anthropological psychology is considered as a modern version of cultural-
historical psychology development, which has retained the original 
multidimensional logic applied by L.S. Vygotsky.  I believe that 
psychologists are going to accept the idea of L.S. Vygotsky, which proposes 
that the "positive role" of psychic is not to reflect the world, but to 
"subjectively distort reality for the benefit of an organism" (Vygotsky, 1982,  
p. 347) as the axiomatic basis of cultural-historical theory.  For only through 
such "distortion" a person is presented with the opportunity to act 
consciously, i.e. to comprehend the sense and value of their actions.  In 
particular, I insist that this idea forms the basis of systemic studies of L.S. 
Vygotsky: that psyche and consciousness are not identical with reflection of 
the world.  Their functional meaning lies in the generation of a 
multidimensional reality that cannot be reduced to either a subjective reality, 
or an objective one.  Pretersensual dimensions of objects constituting "the 
external field" of a person's being, inalienable from a person and included 
into the definition of a person as an integral phenomenon, are formed in this 
generative interaction of a person with the world.  
  
 


